verd from our Miſery,it a S-- 
emovy'd far irom us, be ſuth cn! 
Thankſgiving in vu; much 
creas'd, nee eater Will ou 
>n{ader th; . as: and Bieſling 
2 Not our own Fault, in the room 
alt have been otherwit ile oy 
[t the Meſſkab had not becn 
ould ſtill have lain in SIN, in B | 
nad had naither known God, 
ould have been ſtill w indiik 
ad either not ſearch'd, or ſz arch a1n | 
pineſs ; their Wiſdom mull {till h ended 1: 
ind they at laſt forc?d to fir down, atter havin 
elves in endleſs Mazes and Uncertainties, in pro! 
eſs, and in the ſhadow of Death. Such wo 
ne wretched State of Man, - had the Meſſiah r 
Ach 1s all one, hid never been reveal'd to 1 
as before He came, as I ſhall ſhew more ar.la } b' 
nd ſuch it {1:11 13 in thoſe parts of the Gentile ' | 
ie Light of the Goſpel kas never ſhon 


But worſe, much worſe ha; (Oni! 
Aeſſeah had been reveal'd -in "the mann 
>ected ; then indeed He had been a Light to tO ! 
Or to lighten and comfort H and give Life to; ta 
le would have been a Light drea atul ry et rib] bi 
p and to deſtroy the Nati ms. 0f the Earth, Jar 
'auld nat bow their Neck to the Jewiſh Yoke 
ow 1n the fulneſs of Time to be 121d on all People, an 
they thought, univerſally ſubmitted to + for they expecte 
; Meſſiah thould be a Mighty Delive Glorious Con 


juerour ; One that ould lift 1 1p his Voice or TH, tha 
ſhould be dreadful to the Kings of the Ear! | ft 'bdue : 
L vapes to Himſelf. They expedted "ta ; ſhould Tile 
f Facob, and a Jceptre out of Judah, Hf ſhou! f [3 
"orners of _ , a id d- 7 64 ail te Oh1 
'Thefe were Expect tt ot rhe Few 
F.lRlled. hs MM, 


Fs i PT 


Pd 


| (4) 


hemſelyes He would ; they indeed would have had great 
Reaſon to rejoyce : for to ſee the Slavery they were under, 
"Or in truth their SubjeCtion to the Rowan yoke was little bet- 
2r,to ſee that not only changed into a glorious Laberty,but tc 
12ve themſelves the Power of the World-in their own hands; 
© ſee all Nations and Kingdoms fall down before them : but 
1bove all, to have it now their turn to Rule over thoſe, who 
t preſent Ruled it over them; this would have been matter 
}f great joy to any People, tho' they had been more con{ider- 
:ble, had ſuffered leſs, and had had a better Temper than 
he Jews. But how great ſoever their Joy would have been 
n this occaſion, the reſt of the World would have had little 
Reaſon to joyn with them : their portion would have been to 
",ament themſelves and their hard Fortune, their Sorrow 
'ould have riſe with the Calamitics this ſtate of things would 
ve reduced them to, and both would have increaſed in pro- 
5ortion to the Proſperity and Joy of this little People; who 
onfined to a narrow corner of the World, now made no Fi 
zure, were no terrour to their Neighbours, but lived to chem 
elves, C-ſpiſing and deſpiſed. 

Bur, Thanks be to God, this 1s not the Caſe; their Expe- 
11005 are (0 far from being {ulfilled, that the exact Reverſe 

'f thern 13 come to paſs. They are ſo far from being the on 
y People whom the Lord hath redeemed, fo far from engroſ- 
1ng the Bleiſings of the Xeſſiab to themſelves, that they arc 
:lmoſt the only Nation that has had no part in them : Fo! 
304 bath piven them the Spirit of ſlumber, Eyes that the; 
ſhould not ſee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear : They 
[tumbled, they tell, and 7-0 their fall Salvation # come unt« 
the Gentiles, So great is the goodneſs and ſeverity of God; 
1 them which fell, ſeverity; but goodneſs towards ws, His 
5eyerity indeed 18 by no means matter of Joy to a good Man : 
ar be thoſe Thoughts trom us, we ought rather to pity their 
zreat Unhappine(s, and pray for the Time when God wall 
have mercy on Þ1is Aricient People ; but we ought to make 
this Uſe of it, it ſhould reach us to fet a greater Value on his 
zo0cneſs,who have received ſuch undeſerved and unexpected 
Favours from him, When we were 0 People, when we ſoup bt 
Hin: 


Him 720t, nor asked after His ; and that not in common an 
together with them who were his People, and whoſe God t 
had declared Himſelt to be ; but what is much more ſurpr; 
zing, they had no ſhare in them: The caſting them away 2 
' be reconciling of the World. 

Thar we may the better underſtand the Greatnels 
Mercy,and have a due Senſe of the Qbligations it brings wi 
?, I ſhall conſider, 

Firf#, The State of the Gentile World befor: 

Ame . 

Next, Wherein the Enlightning ic confiſted ; aad, 

In the 1aFF place, make ſome Application of the Whol: 

Firft, To confider the State of the Gentile World befo: 
zur Saviour came, we find it frequently repreſented to us | 
the Scriptures under one Word,and that is Darkneſs ; To giv 
Light to them that ſit in Darkneſs ; Ye were ſometime Dark 
2eſs, but now are ye Light in the Lord ; who bath called yo! 
2t of Darkneſs, into marvellous Lipht ; We are not of it 
Night, nor of Darkneſs; who hath delivered us from the powe 
if Darkneſs : with many more places of the like nature, in a! 
which the Word Darkneſs is uſed, to repreſent the ſad Con 
Jition the World was in, before the Meſſiah was maniteſte; 
to them : Sad indeed it was, if this be a juſt Name for it : Fc 
Darkneſs we have all a great and natural Averſion to, *:: 
ſtate of InaQivity, deprives us of all the uſe and pleaſurc 
the Day, and is utterly unfit for Motion ; we either cannc 
move, or cannot be ſure we move aright ; *cis a time fit onl; 
for the Beaſts and Men of prey to move in; for we want th 
Benefit of the Nobleſt and moſt Uſeful Senſe we have, or 
Sight; without which the Reſt are of very little Uſe, eithe 
to keep us from the Dangers which we ſhould otherwiſe brin, 
11pon our ſelves, or to defend us from the Inſults and Injuric 
>f others. In a word, There 1s nothing creates a greater, oz 
more univerſal Fear, than long and unuſual Darkneſs; and 
aothing bur Cuſtom, and the help of artificial Light recon 
-onciles us to what is uſual. What then can a ſtate of Dar! 
1efs mean leſs than a wretched, ignorant, uncomfartahle ſtate 
; fate fill of confufion and Error, of corrupt Opinions, anc 
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ices ; 2 ſtzre hideous and ugly as the Firli 
he Enth was without form and void, and dark 


the face of the deep 

the fhateot the Gentile World before our SAvV1Out 
rknels, and deſervedly called by {o 
Name, mt owned by all who have ever look't 
> Times, and conſidered the Particulars wherein this 
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1 o which, were they 1 1] $< rogether, would 
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111'*% 
jujt Concernon of than thnnn cxr(a! Night, which wa 
ead oyer the Intelle&tual Wo 4. The great Igno 
hey were under, and- the Con 1.4 1ences of 11, woul: 


s fuch' a Fraggle } Scene of things, 413 one Can hard]; 
| how to believe; or beheving, how to reconcile ut wit! 
e Wiſdom and Goodnel of thar Being, whoſe Eyes are al 


'1ys upon the Wotk 5 of his Hands, and who from the Begin 
120 7. 1-th over All. The firſt how great Fundamental Er: 


ir they were in, was concerning the True God ; their No- 
>208 were ſo contrary and 1 iconfiſtent upon his Head, tha! 


© can't read ther without deepl'7 and frequently refleting, 
- poor and Jow a "Thing the Mind ot {an 1s, when he at: 
mPprs to comprehend Divine T'ruihs. The World was di- 
ded int- -vo Extreams ; they were either for many Gods, 

12 -..]'; Opinions almoſt as remot- from Trurh, as from 


30 
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The Oldeſt indeed, and always moſi Uiniverſs 

1197, and which pei haps aroſe fro: the ſcattered and cor 
pt Remains of fome Ancient and Genuuie Traditions, Wa: 
; many God: But this was ſo abſurd in it felf, and al 
hor Number, Names, Aﬀtions, Ofhces 
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Toh D :nd Sacrifc ; were fo very unaccountable, ſo 1impol 
ble Lo bz mage < enle : char when rhe World grew more re 
be Men of Penetration and "Thought, ro mend the. ma! 

20k therafelves ro the oppolite Extream : and becauſl 

1G 00 where meetwith a Rational Religion, vainly cor 


eaſon ar ] Religion were in their Natures 1ncon 
CONE 1 Sed » Religior 1 could be true, becauſe a! 
a1n y falſe. For they were in almo! 
ry dit he ame time, and 1n the ſan 
1th | hey Wo orſhipped they knew n 


y 
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what nor why, they worſhipped Stocks and Stones, and 
Jer them imaginary Beings inhnitely above Humane Nat: 
ogether with others as much below it, 
We have an Epitome of the grofleſt and toulelt Sup. 

he World ever knew, in that one People the Egyptian 7 

thing can he more ridiculous, than what the beſt V/ 

13 07 their Gods, and their Religious angel nd in het rl 

'y we lee in effect the Religions of other Nations. For Egy; 
vas the great Nurſery of Superſtition ; from thence aro 
-hick Darkneſs, which afterwards overſpread the ar 
har this Darkneſs was every where uniformly ſpread; 

5 it began to be diffus*d, *twas divided and broke into | 

ad] parts, inſen{tbly altered as it went algng, and reccive 
difterent Additions, according to the ſeveral Climatcs to whic! 
© Came, By which means their Religions by degrees differe 
more irom one another, but not leſs [<9 Reaſon than befor; 
vacred and Prophane were every where arbitrary things ar 
ſometimes names directly oppolite were given t© the ſar 
:hing by differen Orders of Men in the ſame Country. The 
was nothing fo abſurd which Superſtition could nor lead the; 
:nto a Beliet of; and if one may judge of what they ehoug} 
by what they did, one would think, the more abſurd a thin; 
was,the more they liked | ir, otherwiſe one can't imagine how t} 
World could have falPn into ſo _ a variety of Errors,ſo 1 
ry groſs, with ſo ſmall a mixture of Truth in them; whit 
as it was very little, ſo very Hogg Was OWINg 0! 
right Reaſoning: for had they reaſoned about The : 
rightly, they mult needs have found | out more Trut| 
could not have ſtopped fo very {hor! nd have taken 


lo few right Notions, lo extreamly diguit ſed with | 


Theſe therefore 'tis likely were borrowed tro 

tions, Which once were more pericct, | 

"oy old, and by length of Time, and frequ o 
ſo altered and defacing, char: the frft / | 


1 ſcarce have known them : 
Dartz remained, and the old Strok 
gone. Elſe how could things lo 1 incoheren! n brace 
1s there was in moſt of their Relig] ons ? | 


— — 
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ſn many and ſo differing Perſuafions could be deduftions fro: 
the ſame common Principles ? 

"T's hard to conceive how the Opinions of any one Peopl: 
iken together, could proceed from any Principle at all ; no 
ndeed did they : theſe Religions were then form'd when th: 
World were Children in Underſtanding; when they admire 
very thing, and underſtood nothing; _— of Arts anc 
Zciences, nothing of the Cauſes and Natures of things: an 
word nothing beyond their Senſes, and what was jult befor: 

heir Eyes; and by that means became an eaſy Prey to a few 
vho thought farther than the reſt, and uſed them as we uf 
Zhildren now ; amuſed them with Fables and ſtrange Sto 
cs, and lead them which way they would, by complying 
vith their Superſtition ; to which purpoſe they took care th: 
DoAtrines they taught, the People ſhould be abſurd enough 
ind well adjuſted 10 the Lowneſs of their Underſtandings 
This was really the Caſe, and no better; for the Fabulou: 
\ge of the World was the time when theſe ſeveral Religion 
vere {rſt invented, and their Poets were the Authors of them 

f which the Eldeſt either never wrote, or at leaſt nothing © 

heir genvine Writings is now left : bur of the Poets which d: 

2main, we find always the oldeſt, 2s had in greateſt Venera 

'n, ſo be {tre moſt abſurd in matters of Religion, 
The Worid in the mean time was like to thrive and gro\ 
lnderſtanding, under the Influence of fuch Teachers, anc 

; embracing Schemes of Religion formed in 'fſuch Time: 

imes of which we know nothing certainly beſides their Ig 

orance, Yet Conliderations of State, Management of dc 

1gning Men, and the Intereſt that a great many had in then: 
cept theſe Superſtitions up in afrer-times ; rhe bulk of th 
Pcople being as 1gnorant as ever, and ftill bcheving whateve 
heygwere taught. There were, no doubr, ſome wiſe and 
hone Men, who ſaw the Abſurdity of theſe things, and would 
1ave Jeclaimed ſooner and more loudly aganiſt them, bu 
vere detered, *tis likely, from the Attempt, partly by th 
Danger they might bring upon themſelves, and partly thro 
i very right Opinion they had, that Religion was neceflar) 
- Sociery ;, and that tho” the cſtabliſk't one were very fau! 
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:y,there might be more inconvenience in labouring a Chang! 
:ſpecially = they could not be ſure what Religton was el 
to bring 1 in the room of it, or indeed whether any were { 
eſides it may be they thought, that in ſtate of things Pre; 
Jices were neceſſary to make the People have any Notion 
Religion; and therefore if they were once removed,the Peopl, 
#ho are always ready to run into Extrea NS, and if once unhit 
ged, are very hard to be ſertled again, it they had ſhaker 
he Religion they were bred in, would then perhaps tak: | 
vith none at all, Some ſuch Thoughts probably kept in | 
Wiſer Heathens from expoling the Folly and hcuiBſten: 
he Religions then in uſe; who could calily have framed r INC 
rational ' Schemes, but were not ſure they could find ot 
[rue one: and therefore were content to {it down by t 
ne had, and make the beſt Senſe of the; 1 m they could 
Lo time indeed they ventured, many of thei, to rel 
ittle, and by degrees endeavoured to explain away wh: 
noſt apparently abſurd ; but this did not fatisſy lo} N 
2eing Men of more Hear and lefs Diſcretion, were for 80 
after; and thinking they knew more chan all before t] 
-ould not keep in the mighty Secret any longer, T'! 
lulity, implicite Belief and Bigorry the Wc: rd hy 
ong under, about things they had ſcarce any no! ST 
nade them run now into the other Extrcan 1d fo aft S 
iſm and then downright Atheiſm became the Learning 
Viſdom of the Warld.' Theſe Men having found the V or rid v 
1Hiſtaken in many things, began how to doubr of every th 
my began to queſtion the Being ol any God a 
thewn with Reaſon cnough on their (1d, 


Land! 1 


ms of the common Opinions, as they 1 


ed, *rwas fo hard to fee the little 'I ruth that lay under'the: 
hat without Diſtinion they threw thera all aWa y; and fi 
ing up for themſelves, entertained about almo t all ing: 
Ipinions of their own, very hikeogt from what had | 
11therto received, but not lefs rananE. And thi 

i fferent ways they came to all intents and purpotts ro the | 


nd, and lefr the World 1n as ill a Condition as the) d 
' rather made things worſe; for perhaps *cis better to a&t up 


SW. 
none at all ; for then Men may be go 
2 wiſer than themſelves, whereas Men « 
gLvern'd neither by themſelves nor other 
n Point: abour which the World, when che 
ly, were employ'd, were theſe : Firſt, I he 
EE 'k, whether there were ſuch a think : 


| nel] Being or not ; if there were, wherein bh 
| (1! | what were his chief Attributes 3 an 
| ach Deing, who was inhanely wiſe an 
| vere not ah Evil one, equal in power | 
| hich they could not account for the Origin 
| aiw2ys one great Difhculty. Next, 
| | "ternal Ming, ard but One, which we« 


hecher he made the World or not; if ht 
ly put things into that Frame and Or 

| whether he made the things them 

th -: Tf the former, for the latter Was a! 

r Þ 'biloſophy was not able to comprehend 

)D were any other than the Soul of th: 

thi vaſt Maſs of Matter, aftar the ſam: 

{ Man aQtuates his little Wor Id. Apain 

eng intrely diltinet from the Univerſe, 

hem confounded him, wherher he did 

the Government of the World, afte 

r is; whether there were any Providenc: 

H; open es did not conliſt in perpetua 

| Mnfequently whether any Care « 
| | -1e not inconſiſtent with it; or if h 
vimfelf with rhe Government 

s Care were not conhn'd within certal! 

trer the-preat it Springs and Wheels of th! 
e Sublunary tl 10gs and this lower Worl: 
| k Car e of them roo, whe 
ſenſible and Vegetable vart onl 

ional ; if to them, whether he go 
013 of Men, or only their Inve 

ir Vii 1 Ih oughts : and Action: 
ge ether 1n 4 @ perpetuz 
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>Wn tree voluntary Motions; if the latter, whether Men 1 
5y that rendred capable of Moral Good and Moral Evil . 
-4apable, whether they were actually accountable to G O D | 
what they do; which ſuppoſes that there are fhixt an wnal! 
'ble Rules of Good and Evil, that theſe Rules are the Will 
3 OD, that he has declared this will of his to Man ; | 
vhat and how many are theſe Rules; when and were R 
Om; are they of Perpetual and Uni vertal Obligatic 
ot; if ſome only, which are they ; whar | Uunifhmen! 
,nnext to the Violation of them; when to be inflicted, 1 
Life or another ; if in another, the Soul muft be immorra] 
immaterial, and the Man muſt live: agai : befides many | 
Difficulties, which muſt be determined, | | 
whether Men be actually accountab! 
he does. 
Thefe, all theſe are (Queſtions 

uch as the wiſeſt Heathens could co 

10ns about : Some of them indeed by * 

ae of Mind have hit upon Noble Thoug 

reſembling Truth ; bur when wel! c: Xamine 

De, what themſelves could rare wilh to be t1 

ll they where ſo. ' I (hs all give ut one :Inſtan 
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vhich there are ſtrange and (i ſurprizing tiroke 

he Immortality of the Soul, and the Reward 
nents of another Life. Who can without pitty | 
i fforts of the belt Reaſon: ? whocan forbear wiſh! 
eſs, or not be ſorry, extreamly fo: his | 
1cnTt, who has ſuch Noble Concluſy 

erly at a loſs, by what certain Iteps to get 

ſees him thro” all along that FR ve 

ifrer and purſuit of Truth; ſometimes 

Steps, and purſues ſo rtoſely "that one can't | 
-very-minute, the next will be the laſt, he ſeems | 
:: and then loſes his Scent a while, and then c: 
which gives the Reader a very melancho] y ple "7 
but be in ſome ſort diſappointed himſelf, ever! 
Je is, © The Diſcourſe throughout mult | 


(12 ) 
ight very Beautiful ; bur if one view the PiCture nice 
:amine the ſeveral Parts of it, the Proportions and Re 
which they are built, the whole will appear ſuch : 
22 1re of Truth and Error, full of ſuch inconclufive 
iments, {o like dreaming of ſome Fairy-land, that on« 
| - by; wonder how it could come from the hand of fo grea! 
Mt - be thought a finiſht Piece by thoſe that heard 
1, under all the Good-will he diſcovers for ſo good 
.- can't but obſerve with how mach Diffidenc 
of 1*,; much leſs can any body elſe be con 
hat he ſays, unleſs ſuch as come prepar'd to be 
they hear, and can take up wirh Concluſions firſt 
cok our for Prenmiſes, by which they may ſeem t 
come to them. 
the Blindneſs and Ignorance the World wa 
- things of the greateſt moment; I might proceec 
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heir \WVorks alſo were works of Darkneſs; tha! 
; (generally ſpeaking) were as corrupt as thet!: 
bur the cole Connexion there 15 between Ret! 
| Morality makes this les neceflary, nor have i cim 
2ould. Tow tar this Corruption was inevitabl 
will not now diſpute. "Thus much 1s cer 
J either had no means to remove 1t, or at leaf 
s how to uſe them, and conſequently would ne 
nod ir, had not the Meſſtab in the falneſs of Tim! 
them. In Him the People that walked i 
+ [0:14 a preat Light : they that dwell in th; 
1adow of Death, upon them bath the Liph 
is He Ciſpell'd theſe Clouds which had fo lon 
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che Earch ; He enlightned the World after this lonp 
{al Dark, this black eternal Night. 
this Enlightning the World conſiſted, was the Second thing I pre 
peak to; which I {hall do very briefly, It conſiſted then in introdu 
z new ſtare of things,a State in all its parts oppoſite ro that I have been dc 
Ding; in reaching the World all that is neceflary for them to know of Di 
things of the Nature of Goz,and of themſelves; in giving us juſt and tru: 
1idence,ot his 1: faom and Goozneſs in governing 
z down excellent Rules of Living well, and teacing u 
oral Good and Evil; and laflly, in giving us a reaſor 
nd in { {ort worthy his Creats 
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Now tne World is no longer at a loſs to know wh 
equires of us, and how he will be ſerved ; now we hays a n Mea 
ur Duty,we have fixt unalterable Rules to go by , d now 


zer on our own Reaſon, or the Authority of others , 
1igheſt Reaſon of the belt Being, by the Divine and Infalli 
he Son of GO D, Before,the World mult either have £! 

Ff ſome great Law-grver, or found out the Rules of th 
elves. As to the former, no Man ever had or could have 


1reſcribe ro the reſt of the World,nor Was it {afe ne ſhould, 22 appca! e | 
:he great ImperfeQions, that are to be mer with in the beſt Syſtemes 
nane Laws ; nor could they find out the Meaſire of their Duty them!; 

or that requires vaſt Abilities, capable of drawing a very long ( h 
:onſequences from 2 very tew Principles - and therefore, 'f poſlible, 
yhat much the greateſt part of Mankind have neither Capacity no! 'O 
unity for. Burt this is but a part only-of what our Saviour hath dor 
15; to all this he has added great and precious Promiſes, to in\ 
Quty, and promiſes proportionable Threats to deter us from the 
ind that nothing might be wanting to compleat this great Rede; 
hath wrought for us, that no one might complain he had nor all 
?ance to enable him to do-what is required of him, he ! 

niſed his Hely Spirit to all them thar call upon hi: 

Oh ! how thankful ought we all to be for this grea! | 

5s, how careful not to undervalue it, as ſome do, who by a tra: 
itude, becauſe GOD hath {uflered them ro enjo\ ef inht 

here was no Darkneſs, and that the World wou!d have been ſufh 
ightned, tho' GO D had done nothing of all this for rhe 
nacceſſity of Revelation,and bring down the Sub/jme [ 

?1an Religion to that which they call Natural: They 
rom that all the Truths deliver'd in the Goſpe/,and arg 

Leligion, from that very Light it furniſhes then 

2g the Queſtion,while to prove they don't itund in 
roduce as the Eff2# of their own unaililted Reajon wh 
rom it. They diſtinguiſh nor between Reaſon wit! 

he Scriptures give it; Which yet arc y diftc1 

is to find out « thing, and afleur 

5 well ſay, he can move as regular!) Dark a 

c hath in both the Faculty of Mowin: 5 prercnd | 

'ithour the Goſpel, as he can wnder ir, becauſe he \ |] 

f Reaſonzng then as well as now, Could theſe Men poſlib 
Votices they receiv'd from Revelation, they would ſoon t 
'y of themſelves, and {ce how ſmall ddwvances we thou! 

is Diſpleaſure had ill letr us to our ſolve: 

407 of rhemſclves,or the real difficulty of the thing hing 
2g the ſtrength, or rather weakneſs of their 01 { 
2elted of rhe helps they have from Revelation, a | 
he turn: let them look back into the firft Hiltori: 

t them read the beſt D:i/cowr/e; of che ableſt v 


I4 } 

Natural Abilities, Men of greater Induſtry, cloſer Thought and 
irtue; and then they will be eafily convinc'd, unleſs they are rc 
10t to ſec, how few Concluſions we are able to come to of our ſel ve 
Diy \{atizrs, about GOD, Religion, Liberty, Morality, 2 futur 


nd Immortality, 
cat reaſon ro think theſe Men contend for Natural Religioz 
own ſake, but to pull down that which is reycaled; and were 
one, they would deal eafily enough wit this,and get to their be- 
\nfon, That there is no Religion at all. They would then be ve- 
Mewing the faults and iimperfettions of what they now {© 
| would with Triumph prove, That they who have throw! 
10t reaſonably adhere to it ; ſince the Difhicul- 
them ar leaſt, tie equally againſt the other, if onc 
hard be BMlieved, ſo is the other, and no one, who car 
'pler of Nateral Religion, can find it difhcult to em- 
1c we have not fo learned ChriF, we fee and know 
»5 ic hath dons for us, that he is the trne Light,and that the 
1arkneſs betore he came: He 13 the great Reftorer and De- 
kind from that Blindneſs and Ignorance the Degeneracy of 
-ought rhem under ; 'twas He that formed anev, as it 
22rt of the Creation, and gave again to Man an underftanding 
fame 2gainſt upon him the Image of his Maker, that Image,on 
» Dominion of Man over the reſt of the Creation was at firſt foun- 
\ Freheminence before *twas hard to ſee a reaſon tor, he differ'd 
- from the Beaſts that periſh, but now hath God exalted him fo; 
rc made him 2 little lower than the .4ngel;,he hath crow- 
' Honour and Immortality, which is again broughr to light by 
his Son. T's is the Lord's doing, and i marvellous in 0u 
ſhov!d every Mouth be full of Thankſgiving, and ever! 
{th his Praiſe "Tis as impoſſible ro bave a ſenſe of theſe Fa 
5: rhanktul for rhem, as *tis for thoſe to be thankful, whe 
But this is not all, *tis not enough to thank G O 7 
/ral Conſequence of what he hath done for us, is t 


TH | ridly Luſts,co have no tcllowſhip with the unfruit 
ts of Darkaeſs,hut to walk as Children of the Light and of the Day. 
rkneſ; wore times of /zuorance,and therefore GOD wink'd 


the Light of the Goſpel is ſhed abroad, he com- 

where to repent, Our Duty riſes in proportion to the 

: farniſh'd us with for the performance of it; this every 
this makes wicked Men {o naturally plead Tgnorance, thi 
yes ( hard againſt the Light of the Goſpel, as be 

a0ut excule,it rhe Light really ſhines upon them 

| yer {till work the Works of Darkneſs. Now i 

5 a5 the Light does that is given us to work; 
; greatelt Obligations, who enjoy molt ot this 

/-2p:/6 Diſpenſation obliged them to a greare: 

Feit 5% Horld knew, f docs Chr: 

Ream! 


C1] 
/zanity obliges us to a greater than either, We are 
Yighteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
all in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of He + 
Ry the ſame Argument a greater degree of P:ety, 
£5 will be required of ſome part of th: Chr:i/tian on 
.uch as they enjoy greater Light, purcr and leſs corrup 


'znorance and the remains of ancient Heat /1c91 / 
'eformed Churches,in compariſon not only of thi 73, b 
briftian Church now in being: And if all the Reformed 

> an equal Light, we have no reaſon tothink any of them 

ore happy than our own, And indeed we arc ap 1g] 

caſe our ſelves with the thoughts of being of {o pure a C/ 
ave the Word of GO D conſitantly read and preached to us,treq 
rents, and daily Prayers: We are bred up 1 Rational and] 
Yevorion, we want neither the Subſtarice or 10; Goalineſs, 

> ſerve GOD with the pureſt Woyſſipant he moſt decent 1 
tis flrange to {ce Men cry up this Church, and value themſe] 


Members of it, and yet not ſce at the ſame time, how much more 1 
n this account to anſwer for ; how by this means the great Þ' 
;nowing or not being taught their Duty is wholly taken from 
But I muſt not ſtop here; the gradation from Heatheniſm tro Jrgn; 

rom thence to Chriſt:axity in general, and ther: to the Reformed 
it, and laſt of all ro our own Church, this Gradation muſt Gill be carr: 
ſtep higher, from our Church to the Eyes of it the Univerhtics, 1 
meet with greater, much greater means of knowing and doing « 
than any other place any where affords. And who docs nor ſee tl 
quence of this? were a Man who had never (cen or heard of ſuc! 
2$ this before, for the firft time made acquainted with the Inf 
Deſign of ir,the Laws we are govern d by, the Care and Diſcip]; 
rhod of Inſtruction, and laſtly rhe great and good Fxamples v 
how Would he long after the Original of {o tair a Pictore, how defi; 

1c be rge this Beauty of our Earth? He would expect Lezrnir 
down among us like a Stream, and Righreouſneſs like a Flood ; ! 
-xpeCt to meet every where with bright and ſhining Inſtance 
Holineſs, of Induſtry and Temperance, of Charity, Patience a 

a ſhorr, ſomething far byond the Improvements the reſt of :' 
-apable of. Bur I need not ſuppole what Thoughts a Man would : 
aeyer ſaw any thing of a Univerſity beyond the Scheme & Mode! 
pretty well convinc?d, thar this is what the World expetts of v 

did not look for ſomething very pcrtet, they would think 04 

ons 2 great deal lefs, than we find they are aprto do, Whic! 
dirionnal Argument to us to walk worthy of the Light we | 


".i7ht is not like the Pilar that lcd the 1ſraclites of old, 2.1 


© was to guide, and Dark to all beſides; as we have this L:ioh1 
>ody ſees we have it, and from thence are ready ro tle a 
-ainſt us. I think we may without great Partialit! | 

Ire not fairly deale with in this matrer ; Envy and 111 
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; C4246 } | 
cat ſhare 1n the loud Complaint againſt ys ; and they that rail at us for 
i127 n6 berter, are many of them really ſorty; we are ne worſe, Men who 
{gn to deſtroy all Principles of Religion and Government, can't with pa» 
-ncc ſee thoſe Places flouriſh, which are ſo direQly oppolite to ſach De» 
1s, whoſe very End is.to inſtill true Notions of theſe things, and root ont 
1 deitrutive Opinions whatſoever, Which makes Atheiſts and Deiſts ne- 
-ſarily Enemies to our very Conſtitution, for theſe are the Banks that 
<<p out their pernicious Doltrines from breaking in upon the Nation. Not 
1r rheſe are all the Enemies we have; a little Truth mixed with a great. 
-1| of Calumny,has made our Faults appear much greater than they ares, 
- which means other and berter Men have been unhappily influenced to 
* Prejudice of theſe Places. . $ | 
Zur how unjuſt ſever theſe Complaints are, we may makea rig tuſe of 
em, by mending whatever is amifs, by walking more circumſpeRly, and 
v11g no occaſion td the Adverſary, *Tis the Fate of Perſons and Places 
12: are Eminent; the more they are ſo, the more they are expos?*d, to pub- 
; View, and conſequently Cenſure; for many, 2 great many take a view 
chem, nor to admire their Beauty or Excellency, bur to fiad ſome fault 
1 rhem, and then are moſt diſappointed when they find feweſt, And as 
is is generally one of the Diſadvantages of a high Statien, ſo it is in 2 
-culiar manner, and for particular reaſons, the Fortune or rather Fate of 
hoſe Huftrious Bodies the Univerſities. Bu to return from this Digreſ+ 
20, which a juſt ſenſe of the Light we live under, the Obligations ir laies 
1u5,and the Reſtleſneſs of our Enemies has led me to; where much iven,. 
ach is required, and in rerurn of great Favours, grear Putics 6:8 
»11 us; and it we would be the betrer for the Light that is come into 
\- World, we muſt endeavour to deſerve it; we can have no benefitin the 
-iphe ſhining of the Goſpel, unleſs we renounce the hidden Pleaſureg of the 
Night. GOD Cid nor give us this Light to glory in our Shame, and ſhew 
har we can be wicked fill, chat we can abule his Grace, and dare produce 
,ofc Moniters into open Day,which before were ſhrowded under the cover 
he Dark. No, what was then excuſable, is now no longer (o; to prefer 
© abſurd Pleaſures of Sin, before rhe Beauty and Comelineſs of - Virtue, 
vhea var Fyes are open, and in the Day, this is very unnatural aud unpar- 
lonable,rhis proves we want Common- ſenſe as well as Common-gratitude, 
11s can t but be highly provoking to Almighty GOD, who beffow'd theſe 
2vours 01 U3 70 quite other purpoſes Let us not therefore any longer di- 
[172 1{N Our tiNC AS Chriſtians into Light and Darkneſs, aud think we have 
2 Night (ill left torevelin; the Darkneſs now-will nat cover us, the 
-lncls 4 mo Darkneſs to ws, the Light 2 as clear as the Darkneſs t0 ws 
/ Light ave both alike, For ſince the Sun of Righteonsjueſs is riſen, fince 
hat was iu the beginning Light,Eternal Light,is come down among us 
d become the Light of Men; to this new State agrees the Deſcriprion St, 
- on g V4 ; 11S Ol che New Jeruſalem, with which I (hall conclude. The City 
bad no ned of the Sun, neither of the Moon to fhine in i:; for the Glory of 
OD did! nid the Lamb i the Light thereof, 


